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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 
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1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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Claims 11-14,1 6-20, 33, 34 are allowed. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

I . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. Maurice Pirio, Attorney Registration Number 33273 on December 2 nd , 2008. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
Please cancel claim 15. 

Please amend claim 1 1 as: 

II. In a network communications environment comprising at least a first and a 
second server client, a client, and a client-to-home-server assignment data structure 
specifying assignments of the clients to a server to which clients can subscribe, a 
method for changing the distribution of traffic among the servers, the method 
comprising: 

receiving at the first server a registration request from the client, wherein the registration 
request comprises a Session Initiation Protocol Register message; 
determining at the first server a server with which the client is assigned to work based 
on the client-to-home-server assignment data structure; 
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when the determined server is the first server, processing the registration request at the 
first server; 

when the determined sever is the second server, checking a number of Via 

headers in the registration request, the number of Via headers indicating 

how many times the registration request has been forwarded; and 

if the number of Via headers is one, then sending a request from the first server to the 

client redirecting the client to work with the second server; 

else if the number of Via headers is greater than one, then proxying from the first server 
the client's registration request to the second server so that the second server 
processes the registration request; 

setting up a subscription by a watcher to a current server; 

monitorinq the distribution of traffic among the servers; 

determining that a change in the distribution of traffic could be beneficial; 

modifying the client-to-home-server assignment data structure to reflect a change in 
assignment of the client from the current server to a new server; and 

sending a notification to the watcher of the change in assignment so that the watcher 
can set up a new subscription. 



Please amend claim 20 as: 
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20. A computer-readable storage medium containing computer-executable 
instructions for performing a method for a first server to redirect traffic, the method 
comprising: 

receiving a registration request from a client, wherein the registration request comprises 

a Session Initiation Protocol Register message; 

determining a server with which the client is assigned to work; 

when the determined server is the first server, processing the registration request at the 
first server; and 

when the determined sever is a second server, checking a number of Via headers in the 
registration request; and 

if the number of Via headers is one, then sending a request to the client, redirecting the 
client to work with the second server; 

else if the number of Via headers is greater than one, then proxying the client's 
registration request to the second server. 

Please amend claim 33 as: 

33. In a network communications environment, a system for redirecting traffic among 
servers, the system comprising: 

a home server directory service; 
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a client configured for requesting an identification of a home server from the home 
server directory service, for receiving a home server identification in response, and for 
sending a registration request to the identified home server, the registration request 
including a number indicating how many times the registration request has been 
forwarded, wherein the registration request comprises a Session Initiation Protocol 
Register message; 

the identified home server comprising a client-to-home-server assignment data 
structure, the identified home server configured for receiving the registration request 
from the client, for querying the client-to-home-server assignment data structure to 
determine a home server with which the client is assigned to work, for processing the 
registration request at the home server when the determined server is the home server, 
and for checking the number when the determined server is not the home 
server, and the home server with which the client is assigned to work 

wherein if the number is one, the identified home server is configured to send a request 
to the client redirecting the client to work with the home server with which the client is 
assigned to work, and else if the number is greater than one, the identified home server 
is configured for proxying the client's registration request to the home server with which 
the client is assigned to work. 



Please amend claim 34 as: 
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34. In a network communications environment, a system for redirecting traffic among 
servers, the system comprising: 
a home server directory service; 

a client configured for requesting an identification of a home server from the home 
server directory service, for receiving a home server identification in response, and for 
sending a registration request to the identified home server, wherein the registration 
request comprises a Session Initiation Protocol Register message; 

the identified home server comprising a client-to-home-server assignment data 
structure, the identified home server configured for receiving the registration request 
from the client, for querying the client-to-home-server assignment data structure to 
determine a home server with which the client is assigned to work, for checking a 
number of Via headers in the registration request, and, if the number of Via headers is 
one, for sending a request to the client redirecting the client to work with the home 
server with which the client is assigned to work, else if the number of Via headers is 
greater than one, for proxying the client's registration request to the home server with 
which the client is assigned to work; and the home server with which the client is 
assigned to work. 

REASON FOR ALLOWANCE 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art 
of record fails to teach neither singly nor in combination, the claimed limitation of the 
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use of "receiving a registration request from a client, wherein the registration request 
comprises a Session Initiation Protocol Register message; determining a server with 
which the client is assigned to work; when the determined server is the first server, 
processing the registration request at the first server; and when the determined sever is 
a second server, checking a number of Via headers in the registration request; and if 
the number of Via headers is one, then sending a request to the client, redirecting the 
client to work with the second server; else if the number of Via headers is greater than 
one, then proxying the client's registration request to the second server" as stated in 
claims 1 1 , 20, 33, and 34. This limitation, in conjunction with other limitation in the 
independent claims, is not specifically disclosed or remotely suggested in the prior art or 
record. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ALAN S. CHOU whose telephone number is (571)272- 
5779. The examiner can normally be reached on 9am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John A. Follansbee can be reached on (571)272-3964. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/John Follansbee/ ALAN S CHOU 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2451 Examiner 

Art Unit 2451 
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